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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
OFFICE OF NATIOMAL ESTIMATES

6 September 1956

O/NE_INIERNAL USE ONLY

STAFF MEMORANDUM NO. 73«56

SUBJECT: Proposed Revision of DCID 4/5, Priarity National Intelligence
Objoctives, 18 October 1955

REFERENCEs Staff Memorandum No., 21-56 dated 7 Mareh 1956

1. We have attempted to keep the mroposed revision to DCID L/5 &0
a minimum in conformmnos ulth the general principls that substantial
annusl revisions in what purporta to be a long range document should -
not be nescessary, Furthsrmors, NSCID L, as revised on 29 Augnst 1956,
authoxrizes the DCI to "seleot from time to time and on a current buis
sections and items of such an outline (DCID L/5) which have a priority
interest.” Thus, NSCID L takes eare of the ewrrent ups and douns in
priorities, and permits DCID L/S to econoentrate more exclusively en
the more timeless and besic oriteris affecting a ecountry's importance
to US sscurity.

2, The attached changes fall into tinee general categoriess

8. Those which take account of the new Soviet diplomatie,
politleal, and economic tacties, partioularly in the under-
developed and uncormitted areas,

: b Those which change the prior:.ty ocategory of soms
countries on the basis of long-rangs basiec importance rather
than of current developments (i.e.: « II p on Vistnan,
laos, and Cambodia and IXT ¢ on India)j

e, Several minor changes designed primarily for
25X1A9a

clariTication,

Chief, Estimates Staff

EG
‘é_fs cumaen

WEXT REVIEW DATE:
Approved For Release 2001/03/09 : CIA-RDP RARGOD
DATE: ,




Approved Fowelease 20015%14%? : CIA-RDP7%'I",00937A000500020027-7

Specific Recommendations for Revision

I, FIRST PRIORITY OBJECTIVES

No change recommended,

IT, SECOND PRIORITY OBJECTIVES

be Major Soviet international political cbjectives and courases
of astion, including economic policies snd actlons, with
perticular reference to courses designed to weaken and
disrupt (the NATO alliance)® US alliances, (or) to foment
antagonism between the Western powers and (Asian powers)
the rest of the free world and to extend the area of Soviet
influence and control in non-Commmist states.

Comments The ourrent Sovist diplomatie and economic
offensive is directed toward all US allisnces and the
extension of Soviet influence particularly in the former
colonial states, The suggested changes highlight the
broad focus of Soviet politiecal objectives. It is
believed that the phrase "including economic policies and
actions® adequately embraces the ewrrent Soviet trade and
aid offensive, (Refs IAC-D-50/10~1 Priority National
Eeonomic Intelligence Objectives).

# Sections in parentheses are recommended for deletionj underlined
sections recormended as new additions,
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Soviet and Satellite scientific and tecimical strengths
and wesknesses substantially affecting Soviet military,
economic, and political capabilitiss, with perticulsr
reference to any development which could quiskiy upset
the international balancs of military pewers

Comment: An optional addition which highlights the
technologiscal breakthrough possibility,

The political, economic, and military sh'engbhs and '
woalnesses of nan-Coamwmist regimss in Vietnam, Iaos,
and Cambodinm,

Recommendations Doungrade to prierity three following
paragraph b, ‘

Coament: The South Korean and Chinese Natimnalist
regimes (paragraphs III a and b) are considered under
third priority cbjectives. It is believed that the
importance of the sitnation in Vietnam, Laos and

"Cambodia is generally on the same order of priority.

" ——
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q. The reastions of the governments and peoples of (South
and) Southoast Asia to developments in Communist China's
power position (developments in Indochina) and to the
general threat of further Commnist aggrandizement in
the regions the strength and political orientation of
nauh-auat forces; strength and cohesiveness of regional

groupings, partioularly the SEATO alliance; Coummnist
politiesl and subversive capabilities in those countries

and the area's yulnerability to Bloc _polit.ical and
ceononle Inducements.

Comments Dowmgrade to Category III for the reasms mentioned
in paragraph p. above, The adjustment of nm-Commmnist Asian
powers to Commmnist China's growing power potentlal and the
strength and orientation of neutralist forces ere considered
of more lasting importance than reactions to "developments

in Indochina", The reference to SEATO has been extended to
encompass any reglonal groupings, neutralist, pro-Western

or pro-Commmist, South Asia has been ommitted because

India and Pakistan are seperately covered {see II r and

III d below),
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ro New paragraph under Far Fast (inoluding Southeast Asis)

as followus:

The stability and orientation of India, (policy of the

Indian government) with perticulsy reference to its
poa:l.ticn in the global balsnce of power, its relations
with Commmist Ching and the USSR, (and) its attitude
toward developments in Southeast Asia, and the [rogress
of economic develorment,

Rocozmendation: Upgrade paragraph III ¢ on India from

& third to a aecond priority objective,
25X6

8. The stability (and), policies, snd ordentation of the Arab
(1eague) states, Iren and Israel with particular reference
to the security of ofl concessions, base agreements, and
other commitments to the West; the possibility of Arabe
Isracll hostilities (Middle East defense plans); and (both
external and internal cmmmnizt inﬂnenoe and capabilitioa) ‘
wlnerabmtiea to Commmist propaganda and subversion and
! 'Blos political and economic inducements,
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Commentt The propesed addition takes sccount of the increasing
pressure on Western cancessions and base agreerents as well

as incressed Bloe activity in the area., Note also that this

area will be in Category II, whereas all of non-Communist

South Asia and the Far Eost [ ENEGTNEGEGGN - 25X6
in Categery IIT, This is perhape the most impartant substantive
revision for the Board to discuss,

Vo

25X6

25X6

IIT, THIRD PRICRITY OBJECTIVES

bs Political and economic stability of the Chinese Nationallst
rogime with particular reference to (and) its objectives

and Intentions toward Commmist China and the US and its
ability to resist Commmist pressures snd inducemnts;

Comumist subversive capablilities on Taiwan.
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Comment: Revision recogniges the problen of growing Commnist
subversive capabilities,

The stability of the governmente of Pakistan, (Iran)
Afghanisten, and Burma, with rarticular reference to
Commmist influence and capabilities,

Comment: It is recommended above that Iyen be included in

paragraph II s as closely affected by the problem of Western
concessions and base agreements in the Middle Fasb, The
atability of Pakistan has becoms of Increasing importance
to US interests,

New paragraph under Fay East (the Near East) South Asia
and Africa.

The stability and polieies of indgppndent African states
with particular reference to the extent of Commmnist and
other anti-Western influsnces t}n-og@out Africa,

Comment: Paragraph IT s is oriented toward the Araeb league
countries and omits such countries as Tunisls, I'mz'm:cb‘9
Ethopia and Liberis, The inoresse of Commmnist, Moslem,
and Indien influence in Africa is of growing concern,
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ho The Cyprus issue, particularly its effect on the defense
of the Eastern Mediterranean (and on the Balken Alliance)
on Greek stability and on Greek and Turkish relations with
NATO and the US, |

Coment: Revision places US coneerns with the Cyprus
isswe In better focus,

i, Anti-American sentiment in Iceland and political (opposition
to) policies toward NATO and the continued presence of the
US-manned NATO airbase at Keflavik; also extent of Commmnist

influence in the _Bovernment, trade union movement and econony.

Coment: Former wording has been overtaken by events,

l, Eliminate en the grounds that: (a) these factors are
speeifically mentioned in the appropriate comtries or
areas; and (b) these factors should have the same priority
categary 28 the countries in which they are present,
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